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CHANGING PERSPECTIVES
Accessible Pathways of Travel
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CHANGING PERSPECTIVES
Accessible Pathways of Travel



Global Streets Design Initiative 

Reverse Periscope

Adult’s perspective

Child’s perspective



Key findings

• A sense of vulnerability

• Slower movements

• Increased sensitivity

• Reduced independence 
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What is an accessible path of travel?

A safe and convenient pedestrian route for everyone

Sufficient Width Smooth Surface

Gentle Slopes Free from obstacles



Common issues

E-scooters
VegetationSignage Rubbish bins



Tree rootsService lids Vegetation

Common issues
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Kerb

0.15m

Street furniture

0.9m – 2.5m

Through route

1.8m – 3m +

Frontage

0.15m – 1.0m 

Through route

1.5m
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0.75m
0.5m        0.45m

Source: Streetmix.net

Best practice

Minimum Standard
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What can we do?

Use tools to put yourself in 

someone else’s shoes

Build once, build well

Use the periscope to get people 

on board

Maintain the accessible path 

through design cohesion
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Useful Links:

Pedestrian Network Guidance

Global Designing Cities Initiative Streets for Kids Reverse Periscope

Pedestrian Level of Service Research

Protect the Path!
Questions?

https://www.nzta.govt.nz/walking-cycling-and-public-transport/walking/walking-standards-and-guidelines/pedestrian-network-guidance/
https://globaldesigningcities.org/update/how-to-create-and-use-a-streets-for-kids-reverse-periscope/
https://www.nzta.govt.nz/assets/resources/research/reports/667/667-Developing-methodologies-for-improving-customer-levels-of-service-for-walking.pdf
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