
the Human Dimension in Transportation



Kia Ora!













Me lego



”It’s a city mum, 
….it’ll never be
finished”



Lego‐Richard scary



Gehl —Making Cities for People



the everydaystuff





Gehl—Making Cities for people





Gehl—Making Cities for people



Gehl—Making Cities for people



Walking home from school



Cute story, but…







http://www.surf.lu.se/urban‐flooding/















People to Place

People to People

People to Planet





Copenhagen, Denmark



Freiburg, GermanyEncounters



Transport

*Source; LSE Cities ‘Going Green Report 2012’. Cities surveyed all over the world on what their top 3 challenges are. 
http://lsecities.net/files/2012/09/goinggreen.pdf 

Top 5 urban challenges* 

Employment Population 
Growth

Governance Finance

The five most significant general 
challenges facing your city today

All of which share the same denominator: 

People



What about the 
Human Dimension
in Transportation?









Tokyo, Japan





Soller, Mallorca



Basel, Switzerland



Basel, Switzerland



Basel, Switzerland



Seemlessness?



Basel, Switzerland



WalkingCycling

Public
Transport

Public
Space

The Grand Slam





Walking



There’smore to
walking than
just walking…..



Being a Human Being



Hunter Gatherers ‐ The Walking Animal



The human is  small, 
slow, sensitive and 
curious animal 
with a speed of 5km/h



An invitation to walk?



An invitation to walk?



3,4 or 5 km/h



“Man is man’s greatest joy” 
(Old Icelandic saying)















Social distances











2 people playing – 20 participating





Public Health





Fresh Air

Exercise

Meet People









Walking (and spending time 
outdoors) in Copenhagen 
and some other places



“Strøget” before 1962

røget” to day



Nyhavn ‐ before



Nyhavn ‐ before ……and after 1980















Copenhagen, Denmark



Copenhagen, Denmark



Copenhagen, Denmark



Copenhagen, Denmark



Copenhagen, Denmark



London, England







Lyon, France





Lyon, France



BA intervention

Buenos Aires, Argentina



Buenos Aires, Argentina



Buenos Aires, Argentina



Mar del Plata, Argentina



WalkingCycling





A city full of bicyclists is a friendly city – a people city 



Tokyo, Japan



Berlin, Germany



Tokyo, Japan



Cycling in Copenhagen 
and some other places



‐ for everyone

A transport system throughout the city





Copenhagen, Denmark



New York, USA



New York, USA









Everybody bikes

Copenhagen, Denmark











36% 37% 38%.....41%



Hardware



TRAFFIC LIGHTS:
Bicycle signals turns green 

six seconds
before the car signals



Copenhagen, Denmark



Copenhagen, Denmark



Copenhagen, Denmark





ComfortABLe
GOOD CYCLE TRACKS – ALL YEAR ROUND

FROMATOB IN 2025

EFFECTIVE AND
IMPRESSIVE
SHORT CUTS
IN 2011
The bridge Cirkelbroen over Christianshavns Kanal, across from Den 
Sorte Diamant, will be completed in 2012 and the bicycle and 
pedestrian bridge over Lyngbyvej and the coming Nordhavnsvej will be 
completed in 2013.
New routes over water, railways and squares can improve travel times 
markedly and can also make it possible to experience the city from 
new and more peaceful angles. In 2025, there are many more short 

cuts – both large and small.Copenhagen, Denmark



Catch the bicyclist 
with your eyes ‐ not with the door!



Copenhagen, Denmark



Copenhagen, Denmark







Copenhagen, Denmark



Copenhagen, Denmark



70 % 
continue in 
the winter Copenhagen, Denmark



Copenhagen, Denmark



Copenhagen, Denmark



Is it because of the environment?

Copenhageners 
cycling save over 
90.000 t CO2
annually

1%
Say yes

Copenhagen 
Bicycle Account 
2006



Is it because of financial reasons?

6%
Say yes

Copenhagen 
Bicycle Account 
2006



Is it because of the exercise you get?

19%
Say yes

Copenhagen 
Bicycle Account 
2006



Is it because it is convenient, fast and easy?

61%
Yes!

Copenhagen 
Bicycle Account 
2006





Earn: 1,22 kr
Per cycled kilometer

Loose: 0,67 kr
Per kilometer in car

Return on cycle infrastructure projects = 12,6%
The Danish state requires a minimum return on 5%

Cycling makes sense in terms of economy





Danish Export?



Bicycle tracks ‐ Copenhagen style bicycle tracks
Melbourne Australia



Melbourne –on bicycles 
New “Copenhagen style bicycle lanes”







WalkingCycling

Public
Transport



Think HYBRID:
Bicycles 
and 

public tranport













Bicycles on commuter trains





















Bicycles on metro





WalkingCycling

Public
Transport



Melbourne, Australia



Bogota, Colombia

Experiencing the city at eye‐level





The pavement 

as a platform



Bern, Switzerland



Vienna, Austria



Vienna, Austria













Gehl—Making Cities for people

Waiting for public 
transport can feel 1‐
10 x longer than the 

actual time
*



WalkingCycling

Public
Transport

Public
Space







Quality of public space effects walking distance



The Street is 
a Public Space







Copenhagen, Denmark





Times Square ‐ before 



Times Square ‐ after 



















On facebook, there are 
lots of comments 
comparing the deck with 
a beach.
#praiapaulistana
#praiaurbana



Goal: To a place that is more than transport
ASK3

ASK23



Slide 204

ASK3 MORE THAN TRANSIT
/ENHANCING THE EXPERIENCE 
of PUBLIC TRANSPORT,WALKING 
& CYCLING IN THE CITY
Anne Sofie Kvist, 12/02/2015

ASK23 photo courtesy SP Urbanismo - photo to the left - photo to the right by David Sim
Anne Sofie Kvist, 13/02/2015





= Great Cities for People!

WalkingCycling

Public
Transport

Public
Space



Time is valuable



Time is democratic



SLEEP
One third

WORK
One at least
(big)  third

EVERYTHING ELSE

Less than 8 hours left…



EVERYTHING ELSE

= Less than 8 hours

CHORES COMMUTE

What’s left?



We have made these problems





Haussman



It’s about 
the democracy of

Accessing the Assets

But it’s also about
Quality of Life











TOD
transit‐orientated
development



neighborhood‐orientated transit





The longest journey

starts with a single step

Lao Tzu

222





Back to Christchurch!









106,000 ideas



















mihi koe !

david@gehlpeople.com


