
drivenmedia.com.au

Road Safety – Education or 

Engagement 

David Brown



drivenmedia.com.au

Road Safety- What are our 

young people trying to tell us? 
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From the moment I could 

talk I was ordered to listen
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Stern Lecture

Adult-to-child

Teacher-to-student
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I know the problem

I’ve worked out the solution

Now just listen 
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Do as I say 

not as I do
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I am going to 

schoolies
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My mates are 

getting their licence
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You are going too 

fast!
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Sit down, shut up 

and listen 
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Perfect
Short, sharp messages

How we tell people 



drivenmedia.com.au

Fixing the event rather than the root 

cause

‘Shock and Horror’ images 

Style of point-the-finger lectures
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Vague Messages

The approach assumes ‘they’ 

have malicious intent 
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Drink Driving over 0.15

Drinking Problem?
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If they were right, I'd agree, but 

it's them they know not me
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Two things
Establishing a process, not just one-off •

messages

Getting people to identify their own solutions•
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Example 
“You should use active transport”

vs

“When did you last hate being in the car”
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Socrates makes sure every new 

point emerges from the slaves 

own experience
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Acquiring knowledge is not like 
putting things someone else 
gives us, in a mental 
warehouse, but a back-and-
forth process….
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Enforced learning will not stay in the 

mind. So avoid compulsion, and let your 

children's lessons take the form of play.
Plato
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I am going to parties 

and schoolies
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My mates are 

getting their licence
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You are going too 

fast!
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Road Safety- What are our 

young people trying to tell us? 
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