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Background/aims

Injecting drug use is cited as a risk factor in 
90% of all laboratory reports for HCV infection 
in England

DAA drugs are transforming the treatment 
landscape and have been scaled-up in the UK 
since 2015.

What effect has this had on the chronic HCV 
prevalence among PWID in England?
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Methods

Behavioural self-completed questionnaire and dried blood spot sample 
tested for HCV antibodies (measure of ever infection) and HCV RNA 
(marker of current infection)

Trends in chronic infection (HCV Ab- and RNA-positive) among those 
ever infected (HCV Ab-positive)

Statistical analysis- multivariable logistic regression for risk factors

Unlinked Anonymous Monitoring Survey 

Cross-sectional sentinel surveillance survey of PWID across 

England, Wales and Northern Ireland.
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Conclusions/implications

Initial results show a small recent reduction in chronic HCV infection 
among ever infected PWID, concomitant with DAA scale-up

➢ risk factors = male gender, injecting in the past year, history of 
imprisonment and homelessness.

The proportion of PWID with cleared HCV infection reporting ever 
receiving treatment for their HCV is at its highest level so far in 2018

Considerable treatment scale-up is required in order for England to 
meet the World Health Organisation elimination targets.
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