
DAY 1 
HEALTH AND WELLBEING OF PEOPLE WHO USE DRUGS

08:30 - 10:30 Opening Ceremony & Plenary
Chairs: Phill Read, Jason Grebely, & Jacqui Richmond

08:35 - 08:40 Welcome to Country 
Uncle Allen Madden, Sydney Metropolitan Land Council, Australia

08:40 - 08:50 Welcome to Conference 
Phill Read, Kirketon Road Centre, Australia and Jason Grebely, INHSU; The Kirby Institute, UNSW Sydney, Australia

08:50 - 09:00 Community Opening 
Sione Crawford, Harm Reduction Victoria, Australia

09:00 - 09:20 Clinical Interventions to Improve the Health of People Who Use Opioids: What do We Need to do Differently Moving Forward? 
Sarah Wakeman, Massachusetts General Hospital, United States

09:20 - 09:40 Key Policy Challenges that Must be Addressed to Improve the Health of People Who Use Drugs: Learning From the Past to Inform the Future 
Alison Ritter, University of NSW, Australia

09:40 - 10:00 Questions & Discussion

10:00 - 10:15 Association of Opioid Agonist Treatment with All-Cause Mortality and Specific Causes of Death Among People with Opioid Dependence: A Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis 
Thomas, Santo Jr., National Drug & Alcohol Research Centre, UNSW Sydney, Australia

10:15 - 10:30 
 

Switching From a Criminalisation to a Public Health Approach to Injecting Drug Use in Eastern Europe and Central Asia: A Modelling Analysis of the Costs and Impact on HIV 
Transmission 
Zoe Ward, University of Bristol, UK

10:30 - 11:10 Coffee Break and Exhibition Open 

11:10 - 12:45 
 

Innovations to Enhance the Health of People 
Who Use Drugs 
Chairs: Matt Bonn & Chrianna Bharat

11:10 - 12:45 
 

Policy and Advocacy Next Steps to Improve 
the Health of People Who Use Drugs 
Chairs: Chris Gough & Kari Lancaster

11:10 - 12:45 
 
 

Don’t You Know There’s a Pandemic On? … 
How Nurses are Striving for HCV Elimination 
in the Time of COVID 
Chairs: Jacqui Richmond & Mia Biondi

11:15 - 11:35 
 
 

Community and Peer-Led Models to Enhance 
the Health of People Who Use Drugs 
Sione Crawford, Harm Reduction Victoria, 
Australia

11:15 - 11:35 Improving the Health of People Who Use 
Stimulants: Where to Next?  
Rebecca McKetin, National Drug And Alcohol 
Research Centre, Australia

This interactive session will cover the impact of COVID-19 
on the experiences of hepatology nurses and highlight 
international case studies of nurse led innovations during the 
pandemic.

There will be an opportunity for networking, discussion and 
sharing of experiences.

The session will close with a panel discussion that delves 
into; targets and accountability measures, how to sustain HCV 
work during a time of competing priorities, and what the new 
normal might look like for nurses.

11:35 - 11:55 
 

Long-Acting Depot Buprenorphine For Drug 
Dependency Management 
Rick Altice, Yale University, United States

11:35 - 11:55 Supervised Consumption Sites: Reflecting on 
the Past to Inform the Future 
Marianne Jauncey, United Medically Supervised 
Injecting Centre (MSIC), Australia

11:55 - 12:15 
 

Opioid Overdose Among People Who Use 
Drugs: What Next? 
Paul Dietze, Burnet Institute, Australia

11:55 - 12:15 The Role of Advocacy and Civil Society in 
Progressing Action to Improve the Health of 
People Who Use Drugs 
Carrie Fowlie, Hepatitis Australia, Australia

12:15 - 12:45 Questions & Discussion 12:15 - 12:45 Questions & Discussion

12:45 - 14:25 Lunch

13:15 - 14:15
Industry Sponsored Symposium - Putting the Individual First: Patient-centric Management of HCV 
Jason Grebely, INHSU; The Kirby Institute, UNSW Sydney, Australia

Acknowledgement of Country and Objectives
Jason Grebely, INHSU; The Kirby Institute, UNSW Sydney, Australia
The Individual’s Path to Empowerment
Chris Gough, Canberra Alliance for Harm Minimisation and Advocacy, Australia
Are We Doing Enough to Individualise Care?
Joss O’Loan, Kombi Clinic, Australia
How Can We Break Down the Remaining Barriers? 
Leanne Myers, Peer Based Harm Reduction WA, Australia

The Patient’s Call to Action

Live Panel Discussion – What are the Priorities Moving Forward? 
Jason Grebely, Chris Gough, Joss O’Loan & Leanne Myers

The Patient Voice – Closing Statement

14:25 - 15:50 Research Oral Abstract Session --- Addressing Drug Related Harms 
Chairs: Daniel O’Keefe & Mary Harrod

14:25 - 15:55 Hepatitis C Models of Care Abstracts 
Chairs: Andrew Seaman & Leanne Myers

14:30 - 14:45 An Open-Label, Multicentre, Single-Arm Trial of Monthly Injections of 
Extended Release Buprenorphine in People with Opioid Use Disorder: The 
COLAB Study 
Michael Farrell, National Drug and Alcohol Research Centre, Australia

14:30 - 14:45 Rapid Point of Care HCV Testing Allows High Throughout HCV Screening 
and Rapid Treatment Uptake Among PWID Attending a Medically Supervised 
Injecting Room 
Nico Clark, North Richmond Community Health, Australia

14:45 - 15:00 
 
 

The UNLOC-T Trial: Implementing Depot Buprenorphine in NSW Correctional 
Facilities 
Adrian Dunlop, Drug & Alcohol Clinical Services, Hunter New England Health, 
Australia

14:45 - 15:00 
 

Early Phase Implementation of Routine Opt Out Hepatitis C Testing in the 
Philadelphia Jail System 
Lora Magaldi, Philadelphia FIGHT, USA

15:00 - 15:05 
 

Preferences for Opioid Agonist Treatment Among People Who Regularly Use 
Opioids in Australia: The Prefer Study 
Louisa Degenhardt, National Drug and Alcohol Research Centre, Australia

15:00 - 15:15 Moving Towards Microelimination with C-Free: An Effective Community-
Based Model of Care for Hepatitis C in People Who Use Drugs in Thailand   
Tanyaporn Wansom, Dreamlopments, Thailand

15:05 - 15:10 
 

High Levels of Uptake and Use of Naloxone Among Participants in a  
Take-Home-Naloxone Program in Stockholm, Sweden 
Elin Holmén, Karolinska Institutet, Sweden

15:15 - 15:20 Same Day Delivery! HCV Point of Care Testing in South East Queensland 
Marginalised Communities Simplifies Diagnosis and Ensures Rapid Access 
to Treatment 
Joss O’Loan, Kombi Clinic, Australia

15:10 - 15:15 
 

The Effect of Person, Treatment and Prescriber Characteristics on Retention 
in Opioid Agonist Treatment: 15-year Retrospective Cohort Study 
Chrianna Bharat, National Drug and Alcohol Research Centre, Australia

15:20 - 15:25 The Power of Peers: Increasing the Uptake of HCV Testing and Treatment 
Amongst People Who Inject Drugs 
Leanne Myers, Peer Based Harm Reduction WA, Australia

15:15 - 15:20 
 
 
 

Does Take-Home Naloxone Program Participation Result in the Use of 
Naloxone at Witnessed Overdoses: Findings From a Cohort Study of the 
Implementation of the UNODC-WHO Stop Overdose Safely Initiative in 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Ukraine 
Paul Dietze, Burnet Institute, Australia

15:25 - 15:30 Enhancing the Hepatitis C Care Cascade Among People in Custody in Iran 
Sanam Hariri, Digestive Diseases Research Institute, Iran

15:20 - 15:25 
 
 

“We’ve had a Circuit Breaker for an Old Dogma of more than 20 Years”: 
Changes to Opioid Agonist Treatment Services During COVID-19,  
the CHOICE Study 
Anna Conway, The Kirby Institute, UNSW Sydney, Australia

15:30 - 15:35 
 

Pharmacist-Led Telephone Clinic is an Effective Strategy for Treating 
Patients with Hepatitis C and Removing Barriers to Engagement 
Andrew Sommerville, NHS Greater Glasgow And Clyde, UK

15:25 - 15:30 
 

Determinants of Long-Term Retention in Opioid Agonist Therapy Among 
People Who Inject Drugs in Montreal, Canada 
Dragos Vlad, Research Centre, Centre Hospitalier De L’université De Montréal, Canada

15:35 - 15:40 
 

A Novel Hepatitis C Intervention in Denmark to Test and Treat People Who 
Inject Drugs 
Jeffery V. Lazarus, University of Barcelona, Spain

15:30 - 15:35 Trends and Factors Associated with Drug Use in South Africa: Findings from 
Multiple National Population-Based Household Surveys 
Kennedy Kipkoech, University of Bristol, UK

15:40 - 15:45 
 

Three-Armed, Cluster Intervention Study of Hepatitis C Viremia Testing for 
People Who Inject Drugs in Georgia 
Maia Japaridze, Foundation For Innovative New Diagnostics, Georgia

15:35 - 15:50 Questions & Discussion
15:45 - 15:55 Connecting with Care Film – Ahtahkakoop, Canada: Know Your Status Project 

INHSU

15:50 - 16:25 Coffee Break and Exhibition Open

16:25 -17:20 
 

Research Oral Abstract Session ‒ Hospitalisations Among People Who Use 
Drugs 
Chairs: Samantha Colledge & Nico Clarke

16:25 -17:20 Research Oral Abstract Session ‒ Changes in Drug Use 

16:30 - 16:45 Hospital Separations for Injecting-Related Injuries and Diseases Among 
People Prescribed Opioid Agonist Treatment in New South Wales:  
A Retrospective Data Linkage Study 
Samantha Colledge, National Drug and Alcohol Research Centre, UNSW Sydney, 
Australia

16:30 - 16:45 Fentanyl Concentration in Drug Checking Samples and Risk of Drug-Related 
Mortality During an Illicit Drug Toxicity Crisis in Vancouver, Canada: A Time 
Series Analysis 
Mary Clare Kennedy, British Columbia Centre On Substance Use, Canada

16:45 - 17:00 Exploring Perspectives of People Who Use Drugs on Hospital-Based 
Interventions for Hepatitis C Treatment Using an Access to Care Integrated 
Framework ‒ A Qualitative Analysis 
Ximena Levander, Oregon Health & Science University, USA

16:45 - 17:00 Increasing Drug-related Mortality Over the Last Decade Among Scotland’s 
HCV-diagnosed PWID Population 
Scott Mcdonald, Glasgow Caledonian University, UK

17:00 - 17:15 Fear of Inpatient Opiate Withdrawal: A Modifiable Barrier to Health-Care 
Access for People Who Use Illicit Opiates 
Magdalena Harris, London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine, UK

17:00 - 17:15 Injecting as a Social Practice: Illuminating the Party-and-Play Practice Bundle 
Among Gay and Bisexual Men in Australia 
Sophia E. Schroeder, Burnet Institute, Australia

17:15 - 17:20 
 
 

Impact of Drug Consumption Rooms on Non-Fatal Overdoses, Abscesses, 
and Emergency Room Visits in People Who Inject Drugs in France: Results 
From the Cosinus Cohort 
Perrine Roux, INSERM, France

17:15 - 17:20 The Impact of Syringe Services Program Closure on the Risk of Rebound HIV 
Outbreaks Among People Who Inject Drugs: A Modeling Study 
Xiao Zang, School of Public Health, Brown University, USA

17:20 - 17:50 
 

Speed Networking 
Are you missing the hallway conversations at INHSU? In this networking event you will be placed in random groups for two 15-minute sessions. Cameras and microphones will be on. 
This is your chance to meet with friends and colleagues from across the globe that you haven’t seen since 2019.
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