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Background: A key barrier to hepatitis C (HCV) diagnosis and treatment is the multi-stage process of 
conventional testing that requires multiple visits to pathology services and healthcare providers to 
obtain a HCV antibody (Ab) test, HCV RNA test, diagnosis, be linked into care and commence 
treatment. PROMPt aims to overcome critical roadblocks to HCV treatment in the community by 
providing HCV point-of-care testing (POCT) and direct referral into treatment at the priority settings 
of mental health, prisons, and alcohol & other drugs (AOD) services. 

Description of model of care/intervention: Participants are offered POC HCV diagnostic testing 
using SD Bioline® fingerstick Ab assay and those returning a positive HCV Ab result are offered a 
Cepheid® finger stick HCV RNA Xpert assay. Project staff, including peer support workers, provide 
HCV education, pre- and post-test counselling, and linkage to care at the time of diagnosis.  

Effectiveness:  To date, 729 participants have been recruited at three priority settings with 
recruitment ongoing for 12 months. Primary endpoints: 1. Number/proportion of participants who 
receive rapid POCT HCV Ab plus POC RNA. HCV Ab/RNA positivity at each site 2. Number/proportion 
of HCV RNA positive participants who are linked to care. Secondary endpoints: 1. Acceptability of 
HCV POCT to participants in each setting.  

Conclusion and next steps: PROMPt aims to evaluate the effect of POCT on HCV testing rates and 
linkage to care, and explore the acceptability of HCV POCT in facilities and services for individuals at 
high risk of HCV infection.  
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