
DAY 3 
MOVING BEYOND COVID-19

08:55 - 10:30 Plenary Session 
Chairs: Charles Henderson & Natasha Martin

09:00 - 09:20 Impact of COVID-19 on Drug Use and Health Services for People Who Use Drugs 
Linda Montanari, European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction (EMCDDA), Portugal

09:20 - 09:40 Choice and Flexibility for People Who Use Drugs: Does COVID-19 Show us the Way 
Matt Bonn, Canadian Association of People Who Use Drugs & Canadian Students for Sensible Drug Policy, Canada

09:40 - 10:00 Questions & Discussion

10:00 - 10:15 The C-LINK Trial: A Prospective Randomised Controlled Trial Showing than Care-Navigation Post Release from Prisons Increases Linkage to Hepatitis C Care 
Tim Papaluca, St Vincent’s Hospital Melbourne, Australia

10:15 - 10:30 Hepatitis C Virus Reinfection Following Direct Acting Antiviral Treatment in the Prison Setting: The SToP-C Study 
Joanne Carson, The Kirby Institute, UNSW Sydney, Australia

10:30 -10:55 Coffee Break and Exhibition Open

10:55 - 12:25 
 

Research Oral Abstract Session - Innovations in 
Hepatitis C Testing and Treatment 
Chairs: Rosie Gilliver & Evan Cunningham

10:55 - 12:25 Models of Care Abstracts 
Chairs: Joss O’Loan & Carla Gorton

10:55 - 12:30 
 

Early-Mid Career Researcher Session: 
Career Pathways beyond Academia 
Chairs: Samantha Colledge & Lise Lafferty

11:00 - 11:15 Point-of-Care HCV RNA Testing, Linkage to 
Nursing Care, and Peer-Supported Engagement 
and Delivery to Enhance HCV Treatment Among 
People with Recent Injecting Drug Use at a 
Community-Led Needle and Syringe Program: The 
Tempo Pilot Study 
Jason Grebely, INHSU; The Kirby Institute, UNSW 
Sydney, Australia

11:00 - 11:15 
 
 
 
 

High Uptake of Treatment and Cure Rates in 
a Decentralized Community-Based General 
Practitioner-Led Hepatitis C Model of Care for 
People Who Inject Drugs and People Affected 
by Liver Disease in Yangon, Myanmar 
Bridget Draper, Burnet Institute, Australia

11:00 - 12:30 Facilitated Q&A with 3 panellists with 
diverse career experience spanning 
policy, advocacy, government, 
independent consulting, and non-
government organisations. 

Join us to discuss the alternatives to an 
academic career and how you can build 
on your research experience to meet 
career goals. 

11:15 - 11:30 
 
 

A Peer-Led Mobile HCV Clinic for People Who 
Inject Drugs Outside the Urban Centers 
Håvard Midgard, Akershus University Hospital, 
Norway

11:15 - 11:30 Peer-Led Community Based Integrated BBV/
COVID Testing and Linkage to Care in COVID 
Emergency Accommodation for the Homeless 
in London, UK 
Julian Surey, University College London, UK

11:30 - 11:45 Deadly Liver Mob: Implementation of an 
Aboriginal-Led Model for Increasing Access to 
Hepatitis C Education and Screening Across NSW, 
Australia 
Carla Treloar, Kim Beadman & Mitchell Beadman, 
Centre for Social Research in Health, UNSW Sydney, 
Australia

11:30 - 11:45 
 
 
 
 

Comparison of Fully Decentralized and 
Partially Decentralized Models of HCV Testing 
and Treatment for PWID in Manipur, India - The 
Head Start Project 
Mugil Murya, Foundation for Innovative New 
Diagnostics

11:45 - 11:50 Diagnostic Accuracy of Assays Using Finger-
Stick Capillary and Dried Blood Spot Samples for 
Determination of Hepatitis C RNA Detection: A 
Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis 
Beth Catlett, The Kirby Institute, UNSW Sydney, 
Australia

11:45 - 11:50 
 

No “Going Back to Normal” in Hepatitis C 
(HCV) Care Post-COVID-19 
Kate Newcombe, CUPS LIVER CLINIC, Canada

11:50 -11:55 
 
 
 
 

HCV-Elimination in a Swiss Heroin Substitution 
Program by Four-Weekly Infectious Disease 
Specialist-Visits with Antibody Rapid Tests, 
Mobile GeneXpert® and Fibroscan® 

Andrea Bregenzer, Cantonal Hospital Aarau, 
Switzerland

11:50 -11:55 Treating People in COVID-19 Sheltering Sites: 
Nurse-Led Hepatitis C (HCV) Micro-Elimination 
Project During Dual Public Health Emergencies 
for People Who Inject Drugs (PWID) in Victoria, 
Canada 
Tamara Barnett & Kellie Guarasci, Cool Aid 
Community Health Center, Canada 

11:55 - 12:00 
 
 

HCV GET-UP: A Group Evaluation and Treatment 
Uptake Intervention Improves HCV Linkage to 
Care for PWID 
Brianna Norton, Montefiore Medical Center, USA

11:55 - 12:00 
 
 
 
 
 

Hepatitis C Single Attendance Test Assess and 
Treat (“Hep Stat”) Minimizes Care Cascade 
Attrition and Achieves High Rates of Treatment 
Initiation, Completion and Cure in People Who 
Inject Drugs 
Ben Stone, Sheffield Teaching Hospitals NHS 
Foundation Trust, UK

12:00 -12:05 
 
 
 

Peer-Facilitated Telemedicine Hepatitis C 
Treatment for Rural People Who Use Drugs: Early 
Experience from a Randomized Trial 
Todd Korthuis, Oregon Health & Science University, 
USA

12:00 -12:05 HCV Virtual: The Use of a Web-Based Tool 
to Assist in Management and Follow-Up of 
Patients with HCV 
Janice Pritchard-Jones, Sydney Local Health 
District, Australia

12:05 - 12:10 Addition of Patient Navigator and Social Worker 
to Interdisciplinary Hepatitis C Team Increases 
Treatment Uptake: Results of the Prospective, 
Randomized, Controlled Care-C Trial 
Jens Rosenau, University Of Kentucky, USA

12:05 - 12:15
 
 

Connecting with Care Film - South Africa: 
Accessing Harm Reduction and HCV Testing 
and Treatment 
INHSU

12:10 -12:15 Impact Of COVID-19 Restrictions on Hepatitis C 
Testing at Primary Care and Community Health 
Services in Victoria, Australia 
Michael Traeger, Burnet Institute, Australia

12:15 - 12:20 “Not Just One Box that You Tick Off”. 
Deconstructing the Hepatitis C Care Cascade 
in the Interferon-Free Direct Acting Antiviral 
Era – Areas for Improvement from the Client 
Perspective 
Alison Marshall, Centre for Social Research in 
Health, UNSW Sydney, Australia

12:20 - 12:25 Developing a Theory Informed Pathway for 
Primary Care-Initiated Hepatitis C Virus Treatment 
in Scotland 
David Whiteley, Glasgow Caledonian University, 
Scotland

12:15 -12:25 Q&A

12:30 - 14:00 Lunch

14:00 - 15:45 Awards and Closing Session 
Chairs: Greg Dore, Sione Crawford & Carla Treloar

14:00 - 14:15 INHSU Awards 
Jason Grebely, INHSU; The Kirby Institute, UNSW Sydney, Australia

14:15 - 14:35 Tribute to Jude Byrne 
Annie Madden, Centre for Social Research in Health, Australia

14:35 - 14:45 Jude Byrne Award 
Judy Chang, International Network of People Who Use Drugs, Italy

14:45 - 14:55 Community Rapporteur 
Sione Crawford, Harm Reduction Victoria, Australia

14:55 - 15:05 Epidemiology & Public Health Rapporteur 
Adelina Artenie, University of Bristol, UK

15:05 - 15:15 Clinical Science Rapporteur 
Josh Barocas, Boston Medical Centre, United States

15:15 - 15:25 Models of Care Rapporteur 
Mia Biondi, Toronto Centre For Liver Disease, Canada

15:25 - 15:35 Social Science & Policy Rapporteur 
Peter Higgs, La Trobe University, Australia

15:35 - 15:45 Conference Closing and Introduction of Upcoming Conference 
Greg Dore, The Kirby Institute, UNSW Sydney, Australia
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